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ORDER APPROVING STIPULATION FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION
AND PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS SETTLEMENT
The Court, having reviewed the parties' Stipulation for Class Certification and Preliminary
Approval of the Class Settlement, finds and orders as follows:
1.

Pursuant to Rules 7 and 23 of the Hawai'i Rules of Civil Procedure, the Court

certifies, for settlement purposes only, the following class (the "Class"):
All persons who:(1) as a result of the 2016 Genki Sushi Hepatitis A
Outbreak infections linked to consuming food at thirteen Genki
Sushi restaurants' located on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui,
were exposed to the hepatitis A virus("HAV")through one ofthree
exposure-mechanisms(defined in the Exposure Subclasses), but did
The thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants implicated in the HAV outbreak are located at the following addresses:
(1) 3-2600 Kaumaulii Hwy, Kauai, HI 96766;(2) 820 West Hind Drive,# 102, Honolulu, HI 96821;(3) 1450 Ala Moana
Blvd. #2096, Honolulu, HI 96814;(4) 91-1401 Fort Weaver Rd. D-102,Ewa Beach, HI 96706;(5) 45-480 Kaneohe Bay
Drive, Kaneohe, HI 96744;(6) 888 Kapahulu Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96816;(7) 4450 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, Hawai'i
96707;(8) 98-1005 Moanalua Road,Ste.801, Aiea, HI 96701;(9) 94-799 Lumiaina St., Waipahu, HI 96797;(10) 98-430
Kamehameha Hwy.,Pearl City, HI 96782;(11) 1200 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96814;(12) 70 E. Kaahumanu Ave,
Kahului, HI 96732; and (13) 435 Keawe St., Lahaina, HI 96761.
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Commencement Date, the Class Administrator shall cause the Notice of Settlement for
publication to be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the Honolulu StarAdvertiser on Oahu, Hawai'i, and Maui as a paid legal advertisement; and (d)the deadline for
Class Members to request exclusion from the Class, to file objections to the Settlement, or to
submit a Claim Form, shall be forty-five(45) days from the Notice Commencement Date (or the
next business day if such date falls on a weekend or on state or federal holiday)(the "Response
Deadline").
10.

The Court determines that a Final Approval Hearing shall be held on December

11,2018 in the Circuit Court ofthe First Circuit, Hawai'i, before the undersigned for the purpose
of determining:(a)whether the proposed settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate and should
be finally approved by the Court; and (b)whether to issue a final judgment order.
11.

The Court orders that all pretrial proceedings in the litigation are stayed and

suspended until further order of this Court.
Dated this 1/ day of October 2018

APPROVED AND SO ORDERED:

JAMES H. ASHFORD
Hon. Judge James H. Ashfor

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

-see signature belowBRANDEE J.K. FARIA
TREVOR A. BROWN
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WILLIAM D. MARLER
Attorneys for Plaintiffs STANLEY SATO,
BRYAN K. CUELHO, and D'ANN RAMOS,
individually and on behalf of all those similarly
situated
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STEFAN M.REINKE
LESLIE R. KOP
Attorneys for Defendant GENKI SUSHI USA,
INC.

CALVIN E. YOUNG
DAVID ERNST
KEVIN H. KONO
Attorneys for Defendant SEAPORT
PRODUCTS CORPORATION
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SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
This Settlement Agreement (the "Agreement" or "Settlement Agreement") is entered into
by plaintiffs Bryan Cuelho, D'Ann Ramos, and Stanley Sato, ("Plaintiffs"), on behalf of
themselves and all those similarly situated, and Genki Sushi, Inc., HNK,Inc. dba Koha Foods and
Sea Port Products Corp.("Defendants").
RECITALS
A.

Plaintiffs have made claims against Defendants and have filed class action

complaints against Defendants in the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, Hawai'i, Civil Nos. 16-11612, 16-1-1641 and 16-1-1702 (Consolidated Order Civil No. 17-1-HEP (JHA) ("The
Litigation").
B.

Starting on June 12, 2016, Hawai'i residents began testing positive for hepatitis A

virus(HAV). The number of cases increased over the next couple of months, and on August 15,
2016, the Hawai'i Department of Health identified raw scallops served at Genki Sushi restaurants
as the source ofthe outbreak. As a result ofthe outbreak and investigation, the Department advised
"Anyone who consumed products, specifically scallops, prepared or served at Genki Sushi on
Oahu or Kauai should consider contacting their healthcare provider about the possibility of
receiving a vaccine or immune globulin(IG)." On Monday,August 15, 2016,Dr. Sarah Park, state
epidemiologist, was quoted in news reports as advising "anyone who ate at Genki Sushi on Oahu
and Kauai in the last two weeks should consult a healthcare provider and seek a vaccine." As a
result of these announcements, people who had eaten at Genki Sushi restaurants followed the
Department's recommendation and received HAV vaccinations or IG shots. Between June 12 and
October 9, 2016, 292 people were confirmed to be infected with HAV; 74 people required
hospitalization, and 2 people died.
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C.

Over the next three months, the Department made announcements regarding

varying risks ofexposure for at least sixteen other restaurants or food vendors. As a result ofthese
announcements, people who were potentially secondarily-exposed to HAV followed the
Department's recommendation and received post-exposure-preventative treatment.
D.

The Plaintiffs have asserted in this litigation class claims for strict liability and

negligence per se to recover damages for physical injury and economic loss arising from obtaining
IG immunization shots and HAV vaccinations, in response to an alert by the Hawaii Department
of Health that the Plaintiffs were allegedly exposed to the HAV virus by consuming food or drink,
specifically scallops, from Genki Sushi restaurants, from contact with HAV-infected persons, or
from one or more of the Secondary Establishments identified below.
E.

Counsel for the Plaintiffs have conducted a thorough examination and evaluation

of the relevant law and facts to assess the merits ofthe Plaintiffs' claims and potential claims, and
to determine how best to serve the interests of the Plaintiffs and the class as defined below (the
"Class").
F.

Based upon the investigation and evaluation of the facts and law relating to these

matters, the Plaintiffs, the Plaintiffs' counsel and the Class have agreed to settle the litigation
pursuant to the provisions of this Agreement after considering such factors as:(1)the benefits to
the Plaintiffs and the Class under the terms of this Agreement; (2) the attendant risks and
uncertainty of litigation as well as the difficulties and delays inherent in such litigation; and(3)the
desirability of consummating this Agreement promptly, in order to provide prompt relief to the
Plaintiffs and the Class.
G.

The Defendants expressly deny any wrongdoing and do not admit or concede any

actual or potential fault, wrongdoing or liability in connection with any facts or claims that have
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been or could have been alleged against them in the litigation but consider it desirable for this
litigation to be settled and dismissed.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between
the Plaintiffs and Defendants, acting in good faith and subject to the approval of the Court,that all
class claims alleged against Defendants in the litigation above are hereby compromised, settled,
released and discharged in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth below.
THE SETTLEMENT
In consideration ofthe respective covenants and undertakings set forth below,the Plaintiffs
and Defendants (together, the "Parties") agree as follows:
1.

Effective Date:

This Agreement shall become effective upon its execution by all parties hereto, which may
be done in counterparts in accordance with Paragraph 22 below.
2.

The Settlement Class:

For purposes of this settlement, the parties agree that the class (the "Settlement Class"
or the "Class") shall be defined as follows:
All persons who:(1) as a result of the 2016 Genki Sushi Hepatitis A
Outbreak infections linked to consuming food at thirteen Genki
Sushi restaurants' located on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui,
were exposed to the hepatitis A virus("HAV")through one of three
exposure-mechanisms(defined in the Exposure Subclasses), but did
not become infected, and (2) as a result of such exposure, after
learning of the requirement of treatment from an announcement of
public health officials or a medical professional, obtained
preventative medical treatment, such as receiving immune globulin

The thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants implicated in the HAV outbreak are located at the following addresses:
(1)3-2600 Kaumaulii Hwy,Kauai, HI 96766;(2)820 West Hind Drive,# 102, Honolulu, HI 96821;(3) 1450 Ala
Moana Blvd. #2096, Honolulu, HI 96814;(4)91-1401 Fort Weaver Rd. D-102,Ewa Beach,HI 96706;(5)45-480
Kaneohe Bay Drive, Kaneohe,HI 96744;(6)888 Kapahulu Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96816;(7)4450 Kapolei
Parkway, Kapolei, Hawai'i 96707;(8)98-1005 Moanalua Road, Ste.801, Aiea, HI 96701;(9)94-799 Lumiaina St.,
Waipahu,HI 96797;(10)98-430 Kamehameha Hwy.,Pearl City, HI 96782;(11) 1200 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu,
HI 96814;(12)70 E. Kaahumanu Ave,Kahului, HI 96732; and(13)435 Keawe St., Lahaina, BI 96761.
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("IG"), HAV vaccine, or blood test within fourteen days of
exposure.
Persons who qualify as members of the Class ("Class Members") will consist of three subclasses
based on the manner in which the Class Members were exposed to HAV:
Exposure Subclass 1:2 All Class Members who were in contact with one of the
292 persons who the Hawai'i Department of Health identified as infected with HAV as
part of the 2016 Genki Sushi Hepatitis A Outbreak. A contact is defined as:
•
•
•
•
•

All household members of one ofthe 292 persons
All sexual contacts with one ofthe 292 persons
Anyone sharing illicit drugs with one of the 292 persons
Anyone sharing food or eating or drinking utensils with one of the 292 persons
Anyone consuming ready-to-eat foods prepared by one of the 292 persons

Exposure Subclass 2:3 All Class Members who as a result of consuming food on
or between August 1 to August 16,2016,were exposed to HAV at one ofthe thirteen Genki
Sushi restaurants located on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui, implicated in the
summer 2016 outbreak of HAV.
Exposure Subclass 3:4 All Class Members who as a result ofconsumption offood
or drink from one or more of the Secondary Establishments identified below, where an
employee infected as part of the 2016 Genki Sushi Hepatitis A Outbreak (one of the 292
persons) was found to have worked on the Identified Dates, were exposed as a result of
consuming food or drink at the Secondary Establishment during one or more of the
Identified Dates. The Secondary Establishments and Identified Dates are as follows:
• Baskin Robbins located at Waikele Center, HI 96797: June 30 and July 1, 2,
2016
• Taco Bell located at 94-790 Uke'e St., Waipahu, HI 96797: July 1, 3, 4, 6, 7,
11, 2016;
• Sushi Shiono located at 69-201 Waikoloa Beach Drive, Waikoloa, HI 96738:
July 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 2016
• Chili's Grill & Bar located at 590 Farrington Hwy, Kapoelei, HI 96707: July
20,21, 22, 23,25, 26,27,2016;
• Twelve Hawaiian Airlines flights (24)flight 118 on July 24;(25)flight 117 on
July 24;(26) flight 382 on July 24;(27) flight 383 on July 24;(28) flight 396
on July 24;(29)flight 365 on July 24;(30)flight 273 on July 25;(31)flight 68
on July 25;(32)flight 65 on July 25;(33)flight 147 on July 26;;(36)flight 18
on August 10; and (37)flight 17 on August 12;
Stanley Sato is the named representative for Subclass 1.
3 Bryan Cuelho is the named representative for Subclass 2.
4 D'ann Ramos is the named representative for Subclass 3.
2
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• Tamashiro Market located at 802 N. King St., Honolulu, HI 96817: July 23,
2016;
• Papa John's located at 94-1012 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797: August 2,
2016;
• New Lin Fong Bakery located at 1132 Maunakea St., Honolulu, HI 96817: July
27,29, 30, and August 1, 3, 5, 6, 2016;
• Hokkaido Ramen Santouka, located at 801 Kaheka St., Honolulu, HI 96814:
and August 3, 4, 5, 6,9, 10, 11, 2016;
• Kipapa Elementary School located at 95-76 Kipapa Dr., Mililani, HI 96789:
August 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 2016;
• Zippy's Restaurant located at 950 Kamokila Blvd., Kapolei, HI 96707: August
14, 18, 19, 21,23, 25, 26, 2016;
• Harbor Restaurant at Pier 38 located at 1-133 North Nimitz Hwy,Honolulu, HI
96817: August 30-31 and September 1- 12, 2016;
• Ohana Seafood at Sam's Club located at 1000 Kamehameha Hwy.,Pearl City,
HI 96782: September 1- 11, 2016;
• Chart House Restaurant located at 1765 Ala Moana Boulevard, Honolulu, HI
96815: September 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 2016; and
• McDonald's Restaurant located at 4618 Kilauea Avenue,Honolulu, HI 96816:,
and October 5, 7, 11, 2016
To be a Qualified Claimant,all Class Members are Required to Submit: A declaration
signed under penalty of perjury attesting to facts showing that the claimant is an individual defined
as a Class Member through one of three exposure-mechanisms described in the exposure
subclasses listed above. The receipt ofIG,HAV vaccine, or blood tests, including the date of such
treatment, shall be shown through attestation, documentation and/or verification by health insurer.
Claimants shall show receipt ofIG,HAV vaccine, or blood tests by providing documentation from
a medical provider ifthe treatment was not covered by insurance or ifthe claimant does not identify
an insurer who covered the treatment. Claimants shall also attest they have not previously had
HAV or previously received a HAV vaccination.
3.

Relief to the Class:

A. General Damages:
(a) The General Damages Settlement provides for an award of General Damages to be paid to
each person member of one ofthe subclasses, as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

$350.00 for each member of Subclass 1.
$250.00 for each member of Subclass 2.
$150.00 for each member of Subclass 3.
No Qualified Claimant may be paid an award in more than one Subclass.
A Qualified Claimant who belongs to more than one Subclass shall be paid only for
that Subclass with the largest award.
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(b) The Aggregate Limit for all claims and payments shall not exceed $4,500,000.00 for the
entire Class. The Aggregate Limit includes(i)payments to each member ofthe Subclasses,
(ii) compensation to each ofthe Class Representatives,(iii) payments to identified insurers
in settlement of subrogation liens as described below under the heading "Settlement of
Subrogation Liens," and (iv) plaintiffs attorney fees and costs under paragraph No. 6 of
this agreement.
(c) If payment of the total number of timely claims submitted by Qualified Claimants,
combined with payment of the other components of the Aggregate Limit described in
Paragraph 3(b)of this Agreement, would require exceeding the Aggregate Limit, then the
per claim amounts identified for each of the three subclasses shall be reduced
proportionately to the extent needed to avoid exceeding the Aggregate Limit and each
Qualified Claimant shall be paid only the applicable proportionately reduced per claim
amount.5
(d) If the total number of timely claims submitted by Qualified Claimants is such that the
payment ofsuch claims,combined with payment ofthe other components ofthe Aggregate
Limit described in Paragraph 3(b)ofthis Agreement will not exhaust the Aggregate Limit,
any difference between the total amount paid out in claims and other components of the
Aggregate Limit described in Paragraph 3(b) of this Agreement and the Aggregate Limit
of $4,500,000.00 will not be paid by the Defendants. These remaining funds, if any, after
expiration ofthe Payment Period, as defined below in Section 14,shall revert to the funding
sources consistent with the percentage of their respective contribution. Other than as

5 The reduced amounts shall preserve the proportionate relationships between the individual subclass awards. Thus,
the amount paid to each member of Subclass 1 will continue to be 40% greater than the amount awarded to each
member of Subclass 2; the amount paid to each member of Subclass 2 will continue to be 2/3 greater than the
amount awarded to each member of Subclass 3.
Settlement Agreement —
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provided in Paragraph 14 of this Agreement, there will be no claw back on the settlement
contributions.
B. Settlement of Subrogation Liens:
Although the settlement of class claims is for general damages only, compensating Class
Members for personal injury, pain, emotional distress, and inconvenience caused by need for, and
obtaining of, preventive medical treatment, a portion of the compensation to each claimant shall
be allocated to settle and release the claims of insurers asserting any right of subrogation. The
compensation provides for identified insurers to be paid 5% of each Qualified Claim for the full
and final release ofall subrogation claims arising from or related to preventative medical treatment.
Such payments to identified insurers will not be deducted from the amounts identified for the three
subclasses, but shall count towards the aggregate limit.' Identified insurers will be required to
verify whether Qualified Claimants received immune globulin, HAV virus vaccine, or blood tests.
C. Compensation for Class Representatives:
In addition to the above, Class Representatives will each receive an additional $5,000.00
in compensation paid out of the Settlement Fund referenced above.
4.

Settlement Process:

Plaintiffs' counsel will prepare initial drafts of all settlement documents and will supervise,
subject to Court oversight, the Class Notice and Claims Administration process. Claims
Administrator will provide written notice to Defendants of the claims scheduled to be paid. Any
party may seek additional clarification or information to deten line whether a claim scheduled to
be paid is valid or invalid. Within ten (10) days thereafter, Plaintiffs, their attorneys and agents

6 For example, a member of Subclass 2 will be paid $250 and the identified insurer will be paid $12.50 in settlement
of a subrogation lien, for a total payment of$262.50 in connection with such claim (with all such payments subject
to the Aggregate Limit and with the payment to the identified insurer reduced in proportion to any reduction to the
payment to a Class Member).
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shall be released and held harmless by Defendants for the payment thereof. The preliminary
approval of the settlement shall be submitted by joint stipulation. Defendants agree to join in
Plaintiffs' Motion for Final Approval of this settlement.
5.

The Plaintiffs' Counsel's Fees:

Defendants shall pay Plaintiffs' reasonable attorneys' fees and costs capped at
$1,125,000.00. Reasonable fee application by Class Counsel will not be opposed by Defendants.
6.

Settlement Administration:

The Notice Company, Inc., 94 Station Street, Hingham, MA (the "Class Administrator"),
will handle the notice and claims administration for this Settlement as follows:
The printing, handling, mailing, and re-mailing, as required by the Notice of Settlement,
including all related personnel and operating costs, and the processing of any requests for
exclusion and other documents submitted. No notice to potential Class Members will be
published until October 15, 2018.
Defendants shall be responsible for the payment of any and all reasonable fees and charges
owed to the Class Administrator with respect to the foregoing administration of the Settlement,
including media publication. Defendants shall not be responsible, and shall not pay, for any time
or costs incurred by Class Members or their counsel with respect to the negotiation,
implementation, or administration of the Settlement, or any costs incurred by any Class Member
in connection with participating in the Settlement, other than the fees and costs agreed upon and
identified in paragraph 6.
7.

Claim Form:

A.

The claim form to be used by persons who qualify as Class Members shall be

substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachment 1 (the "Claim Form").
B.

Claim Forms may be submitted by a legally authorized guardian or representative

of an incapacitated or minor Class Member or on behalf of a deceased Class Member.
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8.

No Other Financial Obligations of Defendants:

Neither Defendants nor any of their past, present, or future affiliates shall be liable or
obligated to pay any damages, fees, expenses, costs, or disbursements to, or incur any expense
on behalf of, any person, either directly or indirectly, in connection with the litigation, this
Agreement, or this Settlement, other than the amount or amounts expressly provided for in this
Agreement.
9.

Procedure for Implementation of Settlement:

After this Agreement has been fully executed, the Parties shall present this Agreement,
including all attached exhibits, to the Court for a "preliminary approve'. Specifically, the
preliminary approval shall be submitted by stipulation, which will seek entry of the "Order
Approving Class Certification and Preliminary Approval of Class Settlement" substantially in
the form attached hereto as Attachment 2.
The Stipulation for Settlement Class Certification and Preliminary Approval of Class
Settlement will request that the Court: (a) certify the proposed class for the purpose of
settlement;(b) preliminarily approve the proposed settlement; (c) approve the Claim Form in
the form,attached hereto as Attachment 1;(d)approve the Notice of Settlement for publication,
attached hereto as Attachment 3;(e) approve the Detailed Notice of Settlement for mailing, if
necessary, attached hereto as Attachment 4; and (f) conduct a final approval hearing ("Final
Approval Hearing") approximately two weeks after expiration of the "Response Deadline" as
described below in Section 11.
10.

Class Notice.

Class Notice shall proceed in accordance with the following schedule:
a. No notice shall issue prior to October 15, 2018.

Settlement Agreement — 9

b. On the later of October 15, 2018, or within 10 business days after issuance of
the Preliminary Approval Order (the later of such dates shall be the "Notice
Commencement Date"), the Class Administrator will establish a website for
this Settlement at www.HawaiiHepA.com which will include electronic
copies of the Claim Form, the Notice of Settlement for publication, the
Preliminary Approval Order, and other information pertaining to the
Settlement as requested by Class Counsel.
c. Beginning on or promptly after the Notice Commencement Date, the Class
Administrator shall commence online or social media campaign, to include
Facebook, Instagram or such other social media as the Class Administrator
deems appropriate, to disseminate notice ofthe Settlement.
d. Beginning on or promptly after the Notice Commencement Date, the Class
Administrator shall cause the Notice of Settlement for publication to be
published once a week for two consecutive weeks in the Honolulu StarAdvertiser on Oahu, Hawaii and Maui as a paid legal advertisement.
e. The deadline for Class Members to request exclusion from the Class, to file
objections to the Settlement, or to submit a Claim Form, shall be forty-five
(45) days from the Notice Commencement Date (or the next business day if
such date falls on a weekend or on state or federal holiday)(the "Response
Deadline).
11.

Request for Exclusion.

A.

Any person who would otherwise be a member of the Class may be excluded

from the Class and from the settlement set forth herein by mailing a written request for exclusion
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to the Class Administrator pursuant to the Preliminary Approval Order,postmarked no later than
Response Deadline or as the Court may otherwise direct. The original requests for exclusion
shall be filed with the Court by the Plaintiffs' counsel, and served on Defendants' counsel, at
least seven (7) calendar days before the Final Approval Hearing. A member of the Class filing
such a request on or before the Response Deadline shall be deemed excluded from the Settlement
Class and from this Settlement with respect to all of the matters released.
B.

Any potential member of the Class who does not file a timely written request for

exclusion as provided in the preceding section shall be bound by this Settlement Agreement and
all subsequent proceedings, orders, and judgments in this Lawsuit, even ifthat potential member
of the Class subsequently initiates litigation against Defendants relating to any of the matters
released.
C.

No Party shall encourage any potential Class Member to file a request for exclusion

or encourage or provide any material assistance for any potential Class Member to file an objection
to this Settlement or to file any other action, except as expressly provided herein.
12.

Objection to Settlement.

A.

Any potential Class Member who has not filed a written request for exclusion and

who wishes to object to the fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of this Agreement or the
proposed settlement must serve on the Plaintiffs' counsel and on counsel for Defendants, and must
file with the Court, no later than the Response Deadline or as the Court may otherwise direct, a
notice of intention to appear and/or object, together with copies of any papers such Potential Class
Members intends to present to the Court in connection with such objection. Potential Class
Members may make such appearances or objections either on their own or through attorneys hired
at their own expense. If an attorney will represent any such potential Class Member,he or she must
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(i)file an appearance with the Court no later than the Response Deadline or as the Court otherwise
may direct, and (ii) serve on the Plaintiffs' counsel and on counsel for Defendants a notice of the
filing of the appearance. Any such potential Class Member or counsel thereto may, with notice,
obtain access at the offices of Starn O'Toole Marcus & Fisher, Pacific Guardian Center, Makai
Tower, 733 Bishop Street, Suite 1900, Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813, to the complaints and answers
thereto, if any,filed in this litigation and any orders entered in this litigation, and to such additional
pleadings as may be agreed by Defendants' counsel and the Plaintiffs' counsel at the potential
Class- Member's or counsel's thereto own cost and expense. Defendants' counsel will inform the
Plaintiffs' counsel promptly of any requests received by Defendants' counsel by potential Class
Members or their attorneys for access to such documents.
B.

Only those potential Class Members who follow the procedures set forth in the

foregoing paragraph may appear at the Final Approval Hearing and/or have their objections
considered by the Court, unless otherwise directed by the Court.
C.

Any potential Class Member who does not appear individually or through

counsel and/or who does not challenge or comment upon the fairness and adequacy of this
Agreement shall waive and forfeit any and all rights that she or he may have to appear separately
and/or object. All potential Class Members (whether or not they object to the fairness of this
settlement) other than those requesting exclusion pursuant to the procedures described above
shall be bound by all the terms of this Agreement and by all proceedings, orders and judgments
in this litigation.
13.

Final Approval, Final Approval Order,and Post-Settlement Notice.

If the Court approves of this Agreement and enters a Preliminary Approval Order, the
Parties shall then seek and use their best efforts to obtain from the Court a "Final Approval
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Order" which shall, among other things:
A.

Certify the Class as defined in Paragraph 2;

B.

Find that the Court has personal jurisdiction over all potential Class Members and

that the Court has subject matter jurisdiction to approve this Agreement and all exhibits thereto;
C.

Approve this Agreement and the proposed settlement as fair, reasonable and

adequate, and consistent and in compliance with the applicable provisions ofthe laws of Hawai'i
and the United States Constitution, as to, and in the best interests of, each of the Parties and the
potential Class Members; direct the Parties and their counsel to implement and consummate this
Agreement according to its terms and provisions; and declare this Agreement to be binding on,
and have resjudicata and preclusive effect in, all pending and future lawsuits or other proceedings
maintained by or on behalf ofthe named_plaintiffs and all other potential Class Members, as well
as their heirs, executors and administrators, successors and assigns;
D.

Find that the Plaintiffs and the Plaintiffs' counsel adequately represented the Class

for purposes of entering into and implementing the Settlement;
E.

Find that the Notice of Settlement and the notice methodology implemented

pursuant to this Agreement:(i) constitute the best practicable notice,(ii) constitute notice that is
reasonably calculated, under the circumstances, to apprise potential Class Members of the
pendency ofthe litigation and of their right to object to the proposed settlement and to appear at
the Final Approval Hearing; (iii) are reasonable and constitute due, adequate and sufficient
notice to all persons entitled to receive notice; and (iv) meet all applicable requirements of
Hawaii Rule of Civil Procedure Rule 23, the Rules of the Hawai'i Supreme Court, and the Due
Process Clause of the United States Constitution.
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F.

Authorize Defendants at their sole discretion, but in consultation with the

Plaintiffs' counsel and without approval from the Court,to implement the settlement;
G.

Dismiss the litigation (including all individual claims and Class claims presented

thereby) on the merits and with prejudice, without fees or costs to any Party except as provided
in this Agreement;
H.

Bar and permanently enjoin all potential Class Members from (i) filing,

commencing, prosecuting, intervening in, or participating (as Class Members or otherwise) in,
any lawsuit in any jurisdiction based on or relating to the claims and causes of action within the
scope of the Release (as set out in paragraph 15 below), and (ii) organizing potential Class
Members who have not been excluded from the Class into a separate class for purposes of
pursuing as a purported class action any lawsuit (including by seeking to amend a pending
complaint to include class allegations, or seeking class certification in a pending action) based
on or relating to the claims and causes of action within the scope ofthe Release;
I.

Authorize the Parties, without further approval from the Court, to agree to and

adopt such amendments, modifications, and expansions of this Agreement and all exhibits
attached hereto as (i) shall be consistent in all material respects with the Final Approval Order,
or (ii) do not limit the rights of potential Class Members;
J.

Without affecting the finality of the Final Approval Order for the purposes of

appeal, retain the Court's jurisdiction as to all matters relating to administration, consummation,
enforcement, and interpretation of this Agreement and the Final Approval Order, and for any
other necessary purpose; and
K.

Incorporate any other provisions as the Court deems necessary and just.

Settlement Agreement — 14

14.

Payment of Settlement Checks:

The Defendants shall send to the Class Administrator the amount required for distribution,
up to the Aggregate Limit, within ten (10)calendar days after the Approval Order becomes final,
where final means that the appeal period has passed, and no appeals have been filed or, if filed,
such appeals have been dismissed. The Class Administrator shall mail settlement checks to
qualified claimants within thirty (30)- calendar days after the Approval Order becomes final.
Settlement checks must be cashed within six (6) months of the date of the mailing (the "Payment
Period"). Any qualified claimant who does not cash his/her check within the Payment Period
foregoes his/her claim to the funds. Any proceeds from checks not cashed by the deadline shall be
returned to Defendants.
The Class Administrator shall send payment to the Class Representatives within thirty(30)
calendar days, to the identified insurers within thirty (30) calendar days and to Class Counsel
within fourteen (14) calendar days after the Approval Order becomes final, provided that such
persons or entities shall be required to submit a completed IRS Form W-9 to the Class
Administrator prior to the issuance of such payment.
15.

Releases:

Upon payment of the amount agreed upon, the Plaintiffs and each actual Class Member
(except a potential Class Member who has obtained proper and timely exclusion from the class)
hereby release Defendants, and their officers, directors, employees, agents, and insurers, of and
from any and all liability for any and all claims, obligations, actions, demands, rights, costs,
expenses, compensation, or causes of action of any nature whatsoever, whether based upon tort,
contract, statute or any other theory ofrecovery, and whether for compensatory, punitive, statutory
or any other forms of damage or relief, whether legal or equitable, which currently exist or which

Settlement Agreement — 15

may accrue in the future, whether known or unknown, latent or patent, whether asserted or unasserted in the Litigation, based upon or arising out of the acts, errors, omissions, and transactions
alleged in the Litigation and/or relating in any way to any alleged exposure to the HAV virus as
set out in the Recitals to this Agreement.
16.

Integration and Drafting:

The Parties agree that this Agreement is clear and unambiguous, that it was drafted by
respective counsel for the Parties at arm's length and sets forth the entire agreement among the
Parties with respect to its subject matter, and that no parole or other evidence may be offered to
explain, construe, contradict, or clarify its terms, the intent of the Parties or their counsel, or the
circumstances under which the Agreement was made or executed. The Parties further agree that
no Party shall be deemed to have drafted this Agreement. This Agreement constitutes and
represents the complete and entire agreement among the Parties. This Agreement merges and
supersedes any and all prior agreements, discussions, negotiations, and communications among
the Parties. The Parties acknowledge and expressly represent and warrant that they have relied
solely on their own judgment,together with advice of counsel when deciding-whether to enter into
this Agreement. Each Party further agrees, acknowledges and expressly warrants that no
information, statement, promise, representation, warranty, condition, inducement, or agreement of
any kind, whether oral or written, made by or on behalf of any other Party shall be, or has been,
relied upon by it unless specifically contained and incorporated herein.
17.

Modification, Court Approval,Extensions:

This Agreement is not subject to modification without the written consent of all Parties
and approval ofthe Court; provided, however, that, after entry ofthe Final Approval Order, the
Parties may by agreement effect such modification of this Agreement and its implementing
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documents (including all exhibits hereto) without notice to or approval by the Court if such
changes are consistent in all material respects with the Court's Final Approval Order or do not
limit the rights of potential Class Members. The Parties also reserve the right, subject to the
Court's approval,to make any reasonable extensions oftime that might be necessary to carry out
any of the provisions of this Agreement.
18.

Termination of Agreement:

This Agreement will terminate at the sole option and discretion of Defendants or the
Plaintiffs if: (i) the Court, or any appellate court(s), rejects, modifies or denies approval of any
portion ofthis Agreement or the proposed settlement that the terminating Party in its (or their) sole
judgment and discretion believes is material; or (ii) the Court, or any appellate court(s), does not
enter or completely affirm, or alters or expands, any portion of the Final Approval Order, or any
ofthe Court's findings offact or conclusions of law,that the terminating Party in its (or their) sole
judgment and discretion believes is material. The terminating Party must exercise the option to
withdraw from and terminate this Agreement, as provided in this paragraph no later than twenty
(20) days after receiving notice of the event described in this paragraph. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, the Plaintiffs may not terminate this Agreement solely because of the amount of
attorneys' fees awarded by the Court or any appellate court(s). Defendants, however, may elect to
terminate this Agreement ifthe amount ofattorneys'fees awarded exceeds the amount agreed upon
by the Parties in Paragraph 5 hereof. Ifthe Agreement is terminated,then the Agreement, its terms,
and its exhibits shall be null and void and shall have no force or effect, no Party shall be bound by
any of its terms(except for the terms ofthis Paragraph) and the Agreement shall not be admissible
in any further or different proceedings.
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19.

Attachments:

All of the attachments hereto are incorporated herein by reference as if set forth herein
verbatim, and the terms of all attachments are expressly made a part of this Agreement.
20.

Waiver:

The waiver by any Party of any breach ofthis Agreement shall not be deemed or construed
as a waiver of any other breach, whether prior or subsequent to, or contemporaneous with, this
Agreement.
21.

Authorization of Signatories:

William D.Marler represents that(i)he is authorized to enter into this Agreement on behalf
of the respective Plaintiffs and any other attorneys who have represented or who now represent
the Plaintiffs, and (ii) he is seeking to protect the interests of the entire Class. David A. Ernst,
Steven J. T. Chow and Stefan M. Renke represent that they are authorized to enter into this
Agreement on behalf ofDefendants and any attorneys who have represented or who now represent
Defendants in the litigation.
22.

Agreement Executable in Counterparts:

This Agreement may be executed in any number of actual or tele-copied counterparts and
by each of the different Parties on several counterparts, each of which when so executed and
delivered shall be an original. The executed signature page(s) from each actual counterpart may
be joined together and attached to one such original and shall constitute one and the same
instrument.
23.

Confidentiality:

The Parties and their counsel agree to keep the existence and contents of this Agreement
and all related negotiations confidential until October 15, 2018, provided, however, that this
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paragraph shall not prevent the disclosure of such information, prior to October 15, 2018, to
regulators, rating agencies, financial analysts, sales representatives and brokers, or any other
person or entity (such as experts, courts, and/or Class Administrators) to whom the Parties agree
disclosure must be made in order to effectuate the terms and conditions of this Agreement. The
Parties further agree that no further press release or public statement (including any internet
publication by anyone other than the Class Administrator) shall be made, issued or posted on the
internet announcing this settlement or discussing the litigation until October 15, 2018.
24.

Interest of the Class:

The Plaintiffs' counsel and the Plaintiffs represent that they are seeking to protect the
interests of the entire Class and believe that this Agreement is in the best interests of the Class.
The Plaintiffs and the Plaintiffs' counsel agree not to request exclusion from the Class or to object
to the proposed settlement, and they further agree to support and urge the Court approve the Notice
of Settlement.
25.

No Evidence:

In no event shall this Agreement, any of its provisions, or any negotiations, statements, or
proceedings relating to it in any way be construed as, offered as, received as, used as, or deemed
to be evidence of any kind in the litigation, any other action, or in any judicial, administrative,
regulatory, or other proceeding, except in a proceeding to enforce this Agreement. Without
limiting the foregoing, neither this Agreement nor any related negotiations, statements, or
proceedings shall be construed as, offered as, used as, or deemed to be evidence or an admission
or concession by any person of any matter, including but not limited to any liability or wrongdoing
on the part of Defendants or as a waiver by Defendants of any applicable defense, including
without limitation any applicable statute of limitations, or as evidence of the appropriateness of
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certification of any class or of defense against any such certification.
26.

Tax Consequences:

No opinions concerning the tax consequences of the proposed settlement to individual
claimants is given or will be given by Defendants, the Plaintiffs, or the Plaintiffs' counsel, nor are
any representations in this regard made by virtue of this Agreement. Each claimant's tax
obligations, if any, and the determination thereof, are the sole responsibility of the claimant, and
the tax consequences, if any, may vary depending on the particular circumstances of each
individual claimant. Defendants shall act as it determines is required by the United States Internal
Revenue Code and the Regulations of the Internal Revenue Service thereunder, and by any
applicable state law or regulations thereunder, in reporting any settlement benefit provided to any
claimant pursuant to this Agreement.
27.

Media Communications:

The Plaintiffs' counsel, the Plaintiffs, and Defendants agree to cooperate in good faith to
ensure that descriptions of the proposed settlement in the media or in any other public forum are
fair and accurate.
28.

The Plaintiffs' Assertion of Good Faith:

The Plaintiffs expressly affirm that the allegations they made in pleadings filed in the
litigation were made in good faith and do not admit or concede that any of the claims alleged in
the Complaint lack merit.
29.

Cooperation in Effecting Settlement:

The Parties, their successors and assigns, and their attorneys undertake to implement the
terms of this Agreement in good faith, to use good faith in resolving any disputes that may arise in
the implementation of terms of this Agreement, to cooperate fully with one another in seeking
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Court approval of this Agreement, and to use their best efforts to effect the prompt consummation
of this Agreement and the proposed settlement.
30.

Conditions to Obligation to Conclude Settlement:

The obligation, although not the ability, of the Parties to conclude the proposed
settlement is and will be contingent upon each of the following:
A.

Execution of this Agreement by the Parties;

B.

Entry by the Court of the Final Approval Order approving the settlement, from

which the time to appeal has expired or which has remained unmodified after any appeal(s); and
C.

Any other conditions stated in this Agreement.

31.

Governing Law:

This Agreement and any ancillary agreements shall be governed by, and interpreted
according to, the law of the State of Hawai'i.
32.

Forum for Enforcement of Settlement:

Any action to enforce this Agreement shall be commenced and maintained only in the
Circuit Court of the First Circuit of Hawai'i. If any Class Member hereafter sues or commences
an arbitration against Defendants for the purpose of enforcing any claims that are released under
this Agreement, this Agreement shall be and constitute a complete defense thereto.
33.

Parties Bound:

This Settlement Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit ofthe Plaintiffs,
all potential Class Members, the Plaintiffs' counsel, Defendants, and the respective heirs,
successors and assigns of each of the foregoing.
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PLAINTIFF BRYAN CUELHO:

Dated:

10/10/2018

PLAINTIFF D'ANN RAMOS:
qOP

Dated:

10/10/2018

PLAINTIFF STANLEY SATO:
gaAA19

Dated

SO6

10/10/2018

FOR PLAINTIFFS' COUNSEL:

(Pittimm O. Pitztytw
WILLIAM D. MARLER

Dated:

10/10/2018
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FOR HNK,INC.DBA KOHA FOODS:

DANNY KIM
Dated:

10/10/2018

FOR SEA PORT PRODUCTS CORPORATION:

CoLmvu e. q
Calvin E. Young as counsel for

WILLIAM DRESSER
Dated:

10/10/2018

FOR GENKI SUSHI USA,INC.:

bunt f. NuA,sui,
MARY E. HANSEN
Dated:

10/10/2018

FOR DEFENDANTS'COUNSEL:

STEVEN J. T. CHOW
10/10/2018

Dated:
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William Dresser, President of sea Port Products Corporation
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FOR DEFENDANTS'COUNSEL:

SftfatA, ~t

Jett ivy fit,

STEFAN M.REINKE
Dated:

10/10/2018

FOR DEFENDANTS'COUNSEL:

Oakii, Q..-entsf
DAVID A. ERNST
10/10/2018

Dated:
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ATTACHMENT 1

HAWAII HEP-A CLASS ACTION CLAIM FORM
POSSIBLE HEPATITIS A EXPOSURE ALLEGED TO ORIGINATE AT THE
GENKI SUSHI RESTAURANTS IN HAWAII IN 2016.
If you are a person who:
1. As a result of the 2016 Hepatitis A outbreak infections linked to consuming food or drink at thirteen
Genki Sushi restaurants located on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui, were exposed to the
Hepatitis A virus ("HAV") through one of three exposure-mechanisms.(SEE page 3 of this form), but
did not become infected, and2. As a result of such exposure, after learning of the requirement of treatment from an announcement of
public health officials or a medical professional, obtained preventative medical treatment, such as
receiving immune globulin ("IG"), HAV vaccine, or blood test within fourteen days of exposure,
and you wish to participate in the settlement, please complete this form.
IMPORTANT — to be valid, this form. MUST be signed and sent, along with-supporting documentation,
so that it is received by the Claims Administrator on or before NOVEMBER 29, 2018.
Fill out a separate claim form for each person who received IG,. HAV vaccination or blood test. The
parent or guardian of a minor child who obtained a shot should fill out a separate claim form for each
minor child.
CLAIMANT'S CONTACT INFORMATION
CLAIMANT
SOCIAL SECURITY NO.(LAST 4 DIGITS ONLY)

FULL.NAME
MAILING
ADDRESS

STREET

CITY

STATE

PHONE

EMAIL

ZIP

CONTACT
CLASS MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
I AM A MEMBER OF THE FOLLOWING EXPOSURE SUBCLASS (DEFINED HERE ON PAGE 3)[CHECK ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING SUBCLASSES AND COMPLETE ALL OF THE REQUESTED QUALIFYING INFORMATION BELOW YOUR
SELECTED SUBCLASS]:

1 1 EXPOSURE SUBCLASS 1
(A) I WAS IN CONTACT WITH THE FOLLOWING PERSON(S) WHO WAS INFECTED WITH HAV AS PART OF THE 2016
HEPATITIS A OUTBREAK. A:(NAMES:)
(B)TYPE OF CONTACT:(SEE PAGE 3)
EXPOSURE SUBCLASS 2
(A) ADDRESS OF THE GENKI SUSHI RESTAURANT WHERE I WAS EXPOSED TO HAV IN 2016:
STREET

CITY

STATE

ZIP

(B) DATE(S) OF MY VISIT TO GENKI SUSHI RESTAURANT:
EXPOSURE SUBCLASS 3
(A) NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE SECONDARY ESTABLISHMENT (SEE PAGE 3) WHERE HAV EXPOSURE OCCURRED
IN 2016:
NAME

STREET

CITY

STATE

ZIP

(B) DATE(S) OF MY VISIT TO THE SECONDARY ESTABLISHMENT:
ATTACHMENT 1
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(ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED ON PAGE 2)

TREATMENT INFORMATION
DATE(S) OF TREATMENT:

TYPE OF TREATMENT(IG, HAV VACCINE, OR BLOOD TEST):

NAME OF MEDICAL FACILITY WHERE You OBTAINED TREATMENT:

ADDRESS OF MEDICAL FACILITY:
STREET

CITY

STATE

ZIP

TREATMENT PAYMENT TYPE (CHECK ONE OF THE FOLLOWING):
OUT OF POCKET/CASH

HAWAII MEDICAL SERVICES ASSOCIATION.(HMSA)

HAWAII MEDICAL ASSURANCE
ASSOCIATION (HMAA)

KAISER FOUNDATION HEALTH PLAN

UNIVERSITY HEALTH ALLIANCE(UHA)

ri OTHER INSURANCE PLAN:

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

I ICHECK TO CONFIRM THAT YOU HAVE ATTACHED DOCUMENTATION THAT SUPPORTS AND VERIFIES YOUR CLAIM.
ACCEPTABLE PROOF OF RECEIVING I-G, HAV VACCINE, OR HAV BLOOD TESTS ARE:(A) SIGNED STATEMENTS,(B)
DOCUMENTATION FROM A MEDICAL PROVIDERS, AND/OR (C)-VERIFICATION BY YOUR HEALTH INSURER.
CLASS MEMBER'S DECLARATION
I declare under penalty of perjury that:
1.
The information set forth in this Claim is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
2
In 2016 as a result of being exposed to HAV through one of the three exposure-mechanisms, I
received IG, HAV vaccine or HAV blood test at the health care facility listed above and that I am a
member of the Settlement Class.
3.
Prior to my 2016 exposure to HAV, I did not previously have HAV or had not previously received a
HAV vaccination.
CERTIFICATION
SIGNATURE OF CLAIMANT OR PARENT/GUARDIAN OF CLAIMANT

DATE

CHECK BOX IF YOU ARE SIGNING AS THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN OF THE CLAIMANT
THIS FORM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNLESS ALL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED, SIGNED BY THE CLAIMANT AND
RETURNED BY MAIL, FAX OR EMAIL SO THAT IT IS RECEIVED NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 29, 2018 TO:
Hawai'i Hep-A Claims
do The Notice Company
P.O. Box 455
Hingham, MA 02043
EMAIL: claims@HawaiiHepA.com

FAX:(808) XXX-XXXX.

Additional information may be obtained at www.HawaiiHepA.com or at 1-800-XXX-XXXX
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Persons who qualify as members of the Class ("Class Members")will consist of three subclasses
based on the manner in which the Class Members were exposed to HAV:
Exposure Subclass 1: All Class Members who were in contact with one of the 292 persons who the Hawai'i
Department of Health identified as infected with HAV as part of the 2016 Hepatitis A Outbreak. A contact is
defined as: (a) All household members of one of the 292 persons; (b) All sexual contacts with one of the 292
persons; (c) Anyone sharing illicit drugs with one of the 292 persons; (d) Anyone sharing food or eating or
drinking utensils with one ofthe 292 persons; and/or(e)Anyone consuming ready-to-eat foods prepared by one of
the 292 persons.
Exposure Subclass 2: All Class Members who as a result of consuming food on or between August 1 to August
16, 2016, were exposed to HAV at one of the thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants located on the islands of Oahu,
-Kauai, and Maui, implicated in the summer 2016 outbreak of HAV.
Exposure Subclass 3: All Class Members who as a result of consumption offood or drink from one or more of the
Secondary Establishments identified below, where an employee infected as part of the 2016 Hepatitis A Outbreak
(one ofthe 292 persons) was found to have worked on the Identified Dates, were exposed as a result of consuming
food or drink at the Secondary Establishment during one or more of the Identified Dates. The Secondary
Establishments and Identified Dates are as follows:
•
•
•
••

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Baskin Robbins located at Waikele Center, HI 96797: June 30 and July 1, 2, 2016
Taco Bell located at 94-790 Uke'e St., Waipahu, HI 96797: July 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 201_6;
Sushi Shiono located at 69-201 Waikoloa Beach Drive, Waikoloa, HI 96738: July 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19,
20, 21, 2016
Chili's Grill & Bar located at 590 Farrington Hwy, Kapoelei, HI 96707: July 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27,
2016;
Twelve Hawaiian Airlines flights (24)flight 118 on July 24;(25)flight 117 on July 24;(26)flight 382 on
July 24;(27)flight 383 on July 24;(28)flight 396 on July 24;(29)flight 365 on July 24;(30)flight 273 on
July 25;(31) flight 68 on July 25;(32) flight 65 on July 25;(33)flight 147 on July 26;;(36) flight 18 on
August 10; and(37)flight 17 on August 12;
Tamashiro Market located at 802 N. King St., Honolulu, HI 96817: July 23, 2016;
Papa John's located at 94-1012 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797: August 2, 2016;
New Lin Fong Bakery located at 1132 Maunakea St., Honolulu, HI 96817: July 27, 29, 30, and August 1,
3, 5, 6, 2016;
Hokkaido Ramen Santouka, located at 801 Kaheka St., Honolulu, HI 96814: and August 3, 4, 5, 6,9, 10,
11, 2016;
Kipapa Elementary School located at 95-76 Kipapa Dr., Mililani, HI 96789: August 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,
16, 2016;
Zippy's Restaurant located at 950 Kamokila Blvd., Kapolei, HI 96707: August 14, 18, 19, 21, 23, 25, 26,
2016;
Harbor Restaurant at Pier 38 located at 1133 North Nimitz Hwy, Honolulu, HI 96817: August 3.0-31 and
September 1- 12, 2016;
Ohana Seafood at Sam's Club located at 1000 Kamehameha Hwy.,Pearl City, HI 96782: September 1- 11,
2016;
Chart House Restaurant located at 1765 Ala Moana Boulevard, Honolulu, HI 96815: September 4, 8, 9, 10,
11, 2016; and
McDonald's Restaurant located at 4618 Kilauea Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96816; October 5, 7, 11, 2016.

To be a Qualified Claimant, all Class Members are Required to Submit: A declaration signed under penalty
of perjury that the claimant is an individual defined as a Class Member through one ofthree exposure-mechanisms.
The receipt of IG, HAY vaccine, or blood tests shall be shown through attestation, documentation and/or
verification by health insurer. Claimants shall show receipt of IG, HAV vaccine, or blood tests by providing
documentation from a medical provider if the treatment was not covered by insurance or if the claimant does not
identify an insurer who covered the treatment. Claimants shall also attest they have not previously had HAY or
previously received a HAY vaccination.
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ATTACHMENT 2

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT
STATE OF HAWAI'I

CIVIL NO. 17-1-HEP(JHA)
(Product Liability)

IN RE:
HEPATITIS A CASES
This Document Applies To:
BRYAN CUEHLO
STANLEY SATO
D'ANN RAMOS

STIPULATION FOR ORDER
CERTIFYING CLASS AND FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
SETTLEMENT
No Trial Date Set
Hon. Judge James H. Ashford
CIVIL NO.
16-1-1612
16-1-1641
16-1-1702

STIPULATION FOR ORDER CERTIFYING CLASS AND FOR PRELIMINARY
APPROVAL OF CLASS SETTLEMENT
COME NOW the parties identified in the caption above, by and through their respective
attorneys of record, and by this Stipulation, to respectfully request that the Court certify the class
and subclasses identified below and preliminarily approve the settlement that the parties have
reached in this matter.
I.

RELIEF REQUESTED

Based on the stipulations set forth below, the parties to this action request that the Court
issue an order certifying this class action, consistent with the class definition set forth in Section
HI below. The parties additionally request the Court's approval, as a preliminary matter, of the
proposed settlement, issuing findings that the settlement is fair, adequate, and reasonable, and that
the proposed notice of settlement to class members is reasonable and sufficient.
1
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STEVEN J. T. CHOW
KRISITIE M. KUTAKA
KYLEIGH F.K. NAKASONE
Attorneys for Defendant HNK,INC. dba
KOHA FOODS

ST
. REINKE
LESLIE R. KOP
Attorneys for Defendant GENKI SUSHI
USA,INC.

CALVIN E. YOUNG
DAVID ERNST
KEVIN H. KONO
Attorneys for Defendant SEAPORT
PRODUCTS CORPORATION
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ATTACHMENT 3

LEGAL NOTICE

If you were exposed to the Hepatitis A virus("HAV")as a result of the 2016 Hepatitis A
Outbreak linked to consuming food at thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants located on the
islands of Oahu,Kauai, and Maui, and as a result you obtained preventative medical
treatment, a Class Action Settlement may affect your rights.
Qualified Class Members can make a claim for payment of $150, $250, or $350 if they
submit a claim by NOVEMBER 29,2018.
A Settlement has been reached in the lawsuit entitled Cuehlo, et al., v. BNK, Inc., et. al., CIVIL
NO. 17-1-HEP (JHA) pending in the Circuit Court of-the First Circuit, State of Hawai'i. Visit
wvvvv.HawaiillepA.com for complete infolination.
What Is This Case About?
This lawsuit asserts class claims for strict liability and negligence per se to recover damages for
physical injury and economic loss arising from obtaining IG immunization shots and HAV
vaccinations, in response to an alert by the Hawai'i Departmentof Health that the Plaintiffs were
allegedly exposed to the HAV virus by consuming food or drink, specifically scallops, from
Genki Sushi restaurants, from contact with HAV-infected persons, or from other establishments.
Who is Included in the Settlement?
The Class includes all persons who:(1) as a result of the 2016 Hepatitis A Outbreak infections
linked to consuming food- or drink at thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants located on the islands of
Oahu, Kauai, and Maui, were exposed to the hepatitis A virus ("HAV") through one of three
exposure-mechanisms, but did not become infected, and (2) as a result of such exposure, after
learning of the requirement of treatment from an announcement of public health officials or a
medical professional, obtained preventative medical treatment, such as receiving immune
globulin ("IG"), HAV vaccine, or blood test within fourteen days of exposure.
There are three Subclasses associated with the exposure-mechanisms:
Exposure Subclass 1: All Class Members who were in contact with one of the 292 persons who
the Hawai'i Department of Health identified as infected with HAV as part of the 2016 Hepatitis
A Outbreak.
Exposure Subclass 2: All Class Members who as a result of consuming food on or between
August 1 to August 16, 2016, were exposed to HAV at one of the thirteen restaurants located on
the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui, implicated in the summer 2016 outbreak of HAV.
Exposure Subclass 3: All Class Members who as a result of consumption offood or drink from
one or more of Secondary Establishments, where an employee infected as part of the 2016
Hepatitis A Outbreak(one ofthe 292 persons) was found to have worked on the Identified Dates,
were exposed as a result of consuming food or drink at the Secondary Establishment during one
or more ofthe Identified Dates.
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Visit wwvv.HawaiiHepA.com for a list of the thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants and a list of the
Secondary Establishments.
What Does the Settlement Provide?
Each member of Subclass 1 will be awarded $350, each member of Subclass 2 will be awarded
$250; and each member of Subclass 3 will be awarded $150. The Aggregate Limit for all claims
and payments will not exceed $4,500,000.00 for the entire Class._ The Aggregate Limit includes
(i) payments to each member of the Subclasses, (ii) compensation to each of the Class_
Representatives, (iii) payments to identified insurers in settlement of subrogation liens and (iv)
plaintiff's attorney fees and costs.
How Do I Receive Payment?
To receive payment, you must submit a claim form by NOVEMBER 29, 2018. If you do not
submit a complete and timely claim foim, you will not be entitled to payment. Claim founs and
instructions are available at www.HawaiiHepA.com.
What Are Your rights?
If you do nothing, Class Members will be bound by the Court's decisions. If you do not want the
benefits of the Settlements and, instead, you want to keep your right to sue the Defendants, you
must exclude yourself from the Settlement Class by writing to the Class Administrator -at the
following address:
Hawai'i Hep-A Exclusions
c/o The Notice Company
P.O. Box 455
Hingham, MA 02043
The Court will exclude from the Class any Class Member who submits a timely, written
exclusion request, which must be signed, dated and state that you want to be excluded from the
Hawai'i Hepatitis-A Class Action (Civil No. 17-1-HEP (JHA)) in the State of Hawai'i. To be
valid, exclusion requests must be postmarked on or before NOVEMBER 29,2018.
If you do not exclude yourself, you may object to the Settlement, or enter an appearance through
counsel, by filing an objection with the Court and sending copies to Class Counsel and
Defendant's Counsel. See the instructions at wwvv.HawaiiHepA.com.
The deadline to file objections or a notice of appearance is NOVEMBER 29, 2018.
When is the Final Hearing?
The Court will hold a hearing on December 11, 2018, at XX:XX a.n-ilp.m at the Circuit Court of
the First Circuit, State of Hawai'I, Ka'almmanu Hale, 777 Punchbowl Street, Honolulu, HI
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96813 to consider whether to approve the Settlements and a request for attorneys' fees. This
date may change so please check the website. You or your own lawyer may appear and speak at
the hearing at your own expense.
How do I Get Additional Information?
This is only a summary notice ofthe proposed settlement. You may obtain a detailed notice, the
claim fowl, and other Settlement infoimation by calling toll free 1-800-xxx-xxxx, visiting
vvvvvv.HawaiillepA.com or writing to Hawai'i Hep-A Administrator, c/o The Notice- Company,
P.O. Box 455, Hingham, MA 02043.
PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT
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ATTACHMENT 4

CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIRST CIRCUIT,STATE OF HAWAI'I

If you were exposed to the hepatitis A virus("HAV")as a result of the 2016
Hepatitis A Outbreak linked to consuming food at thirteen Genki Sushi
restaurants located on the islands of
Oahu, Kauai, and Maui,and as a result you obtained preventative medical
treatment, a Class Action Settlement may affect your rights.
A court ordered this notice. This is not a solicitationfrom a lawyer.
• You can make a claim for payment of $150, $250, or $350 if you submit a claim by
NOVEMBER 29,2018, and qualify as a Class Member.
• Please read this notice carefully. Your legal rights may be affected whether or not you
act.
YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN TE-HS SETTLEMENT
SUBMIT A CLAIM BY
NOVEMBER 29,2018

You must submit a claim to receive a payment from the
Settlement. See Question 9 below.

EXCLUDE YOURSELF
BY NOVEMBER 29,2018

Excluding yourselffrom the Settlement Class is the only option
that allows you individually to sue the Defendants about the
claims in this case. See Questions 11 and 16 for specifics.

OBJECT BY
NOVEMBER 29,2018

You can file an objection with the Court explaining why you
disagree with the Settlement, the requested attorneys' fees and
litigation expenses, and/or the Class Representative awards. See
Questions 12 and 16 for specifics.

GO TO THE HEARING
ON DECEMBER 11,2018

Ask to speak to the Court about the Settlement. See Questions
12 and 16.

DO NOTHING

If you do nothing, then you will not receive payment from the
Settlement and you will give up any rights you currently may
have to separately sue the Defendants for the conduct that is the
subject of this litigation.

1.

Why should I read this Notice?

This Notice explains your rights and options in the proposed settlement of the lawsuit entitled
Cuehlo, et al., v. HNK, Inc., et. al., CIVIL NO. 17-1-HEP (JHA)(Product Liability), pending in
the Circuit Court of the First Circuit, State of Hawai'i (the "Settlement"). To submit a claim you
must follow the steps described in this Notice no later than NOVEMBER 29, 2018. To ask to be
excluded (opt out) or to object to the Settlement, you must follow the steps described in this
Notice no later than NOVEMBER 29, 2018.

Page 1 of 10
Visit www.HawaiiHepA.com or call 1-800-XXX-XXXX for more information.
ATTACHMENT 4

2.

What is the lawsuit about?

Starting on June 12, 2016, Hawai'i residents began testing positive for hepatitis A virus (HAV).
The number of cases increased over the next couple of months, and on August 15, 2016, the
Hawai'i Department of Health identified raw scallops served at Genki Sushi restaurants as the
source of the outbreak. As a result of the outbreak and investigation, the Department advised
"Anyone who consumed products, specifically scallops, prepared or served at Genki Sushi on
Oahu or Kauai should consider contacting their healthcare provider about the possibility of
receiving a vaccine or immune globulin (IG)." On Monday, August 15, 2016, Dr. Sarah Park,
state epidemiologist, was quoted in news reports as advising "anyone who ate at Genki Sushi on
Oahu and Kauai in the last two weeks should consult a healthcare provider and seek a vaccine."
As a result of these announcements, people who had eaten at Genki Sushi restaurants followed
the Department's recommendation and received HAV vaccinations or IG shots.
Over the next three months, the Department made announcements regarding varying risks of
exposure for at least sixteen other restaurants or food vendors. As a result of these
announcements, people who were potentially secondarily-exposed to HAV followed the
Department's recommendation and received post-exposure preventative treatment.
The Plaintiffs, Bryan Cuelho, D'Ann Ramos, and Stanley Sato, acting on behalf of themselves
and all those similarly situated, have asserted in this litigation class claims for strict liability and
negligence per se to recover damages for physical injury and economic loss arising from
obtaining IG immunization shots and HAV vaccinations, in response to an alert by the Hawai'i
Department of Health that the Plaintiffs were allegedly exposed to the HAV virus by consuming
food or drink, specifically scallops, from Genki Sushi restaurants, from contact with HAVinfected persons, or from one or more ofthe Secondary Establishments identified below.
3.

Who are the Defendants?

The Defendants are HNK, Inc. dba Koha Foods, Genki Sushi USA, Inc., and Seaport Products
Corporation.
4.

Who is covered by the Class?

For purposes ofthe Settlement, the Class is defined as follows:
All persons who:(1) as a result of the 2016 Hepatitis A Outbreak
infections linked to consuming food or drink at thirteen Genki
Sushi restaurants located on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui,
were exposed to the hepatitis A virus ("HAV") through one of
three exposure-mechanisms (defined in the Exposure Subclasses),
but did not become infected, and (2) as a result of such exposure,
after learning of the requirement of treatment from an
announcement of public health officials or a medical professional,
obtained preventative medical treatment, such as receiving immune
globulin ("IG"), HAV vaccine, or blood test within fourteen days
of exposure.
Page 2 of 10
Visit vvvvvv.HawaiiHepA.com or call 1-800-XXX-XXXX for more information.

The thirteen Genki Sushi restaurants implicated in the HAV outbreak are located
at the following addresses:
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

3-2600 Kaumaulii Hwy,Kauai, HI 96766
820 West Hind Drive,# 102, Honolulu, HI 96821
1450 Ala Moana Blvd #2096, Honolulu, HI 96814
91-1401 Fort Weaver Rd. D-102,Ewa Beach, HI 96706
45-480 Kaneohe Bay Drive, Kaneohe,III 96744
888 Kapahulu Ave, Honolulu, HI 96816
4450 Kapolei Parkway, Kapolei, HI 96707;
98-1005 Moanalua Road, Ste.801, Aiea, HI 96701
94-799 Lumiaina St., Waipahu, HI 96797
98-430 Kamehameha Hwy,Pearl City, HI 96782
1200 Ala Moana Blvd, Honolulu, HI 96814
70 E. Kaahumanu Ave, Kahului, HI 96732
435 Keawe St., Lahaina, HI 96761

Persons who qualify as members of the Class will consist of three subclasses based on the
manner in which the Class Members were exposed to HAV.
5.

What are the Subclasses?

Your membership in a Subclass will determine the amount of money you will be paid. There are
three subclasses, which are defined as followed:
Exposure Subclass 1: All Class Members who were in contact with one of the 292
persons who the Hawai'i Department of Health identified as infected with HAV as part of
the 2016 Hepatitis A Outbreak. A contact is defined as:
All household members of one ofthe 292 persons
All sexual contacts with one of the 292 persons
Anyone sharing illicit drugs with one of the 292 persons
Anyone sharing food or eating or drinking utensils with one of the 292
persons
• Anyone consuming ready-to-eat foods prepared by one ofthe 292 persons

•
•
•
•

Exposure Subclass 2: All Class Members who as a result of consuming food on or
between August 1 to August 16, 2016, were exposed to HAV at one ofthe thirteen Genki
Sushi restaurants located on the islands of Oahu, Kauai, and Maui, implicated in the
summer 2016 outbreak of HAV.
Exposure Subclass 3: All Class Members who as a result of consumption of food or
drink from one or more of the Secondary Establishments identified below, where an
employee infected as part of the 2016 Hepatitis A Outbreak (one of the 292 persons) was
found to have worked on the Identified Dates, were exposed as a result of consuming
food or drink at the Secondary Establishment during one or more of the Identified Dates.
The Secondary Establishments and Identified Dates are as follows:
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• Baskin Robbins located at Waikele Center, HI 96797: June 30 and July 1, 2,
2016;
• Taco Bell located at 94-790 Uke'e St., Waipahu, HI 96797: July 1, 3, 4, 6, 7,
11, 2016;
• Sushi Shiono located at 69-201 Waikoloa Beach Drive, Waikoloa, HI 96738:
July 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19, 20, 21, 2016;
• Chili's Grill & Bar located at 590 Farrington Hwy, Kapoelei, HI 96707: July
20, 21, 22, 23,25, 26, 27, 2016;
• Twelve Hawaiian Airlines flights(24)flight 118 on July 24;(25)flight 117 on
July 24;(26) flight 382 on July 24;(27) flight 383 on July 24;(28) flight 396
on July 24;(29) flight 365 on July 24;(30) flight 273 on July 25;(31) flight
68 on July 25;(32)flight 65 on July 25;(33)flight 147 on July 26;;(36)flight
18 on August 10; and (37)flight 17 on August 12, 2016;
• Tamashiro Market located at 802 N. King St., Honolulu, HI 96817: July 23,
2016;
Papa
John's located at 94-1012 Waipahu St., Waipahu, HI 96797: August 2,
•
2016;
• New Lin Fong Bakery located at 1132 Maunakea St., Honolulu, HI 96817:
July 27, 29, 30, and August 1, 3, 5,6,2016;
• Hokkaido Ramen Santouka, located at 801 Kaheka St., Honolulu, HI 96814:
and August 3,4, 5,6,9, 10, 11, 2016;
• Kipapa Elementary School located at 95-76 Kipapa Dr., Mililani, HI 96789:
August 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 2016;
• Zippy's Restaurant located at 950 Kamokila Blvd., Kapolei, HI 96707:
August 14, 18, 19, 21,23, 25, 26,2016;
• Harbor Restaurant at Pier 38 located at 1133 North Nimitz Hwy, Honolulu, HI
96817: August 30-31 and September 1- 12, 2016;
• Ohana Seafood at Sam's Club located at 1000 Kamehameha Hwy., Pearl City,
HI 96782: September 1- 11, 2016;
• Chart House Restaurant located at 1765 Ala Moana Boulevard, Honolulu, HI
96815: September 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 2016; and
• McDonald's Restaurant located at 4618 Kilauea Avenue, Honolulu, HI 96816:
October 5, 7, 11, 2016.
6.

How Much Money Will I Receive?

The General Damages Settlement provides for an award of General Damages to be paid to each
member of one ofthe subclasses, but only to Qualified Claimants, as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

$350.00 for each member of Subclass 1.
$250.00 for each member of Subclass 2.
$150.00 for each member of Subclass 3.
No Qualified Claimant may be paid an award in more than one Subclass.
A Qualified Claimant who belongs to more than one Subclass shall be paid
only for that Subclass with the largest award.
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The Aggregate Limit for all claims and payments may not exceed $4,500,000.00 for the entire
Class. The Aggregate Limit includes (i) payments to each member of the Subclasses, (ii)
compensation to each of the Class Representatives, (iii) payments to identified insurers in
settlement of subrogation liens as described below (Question 7) and (iv) plaintiff's attorney fees
and costs.
To be a Qualified Claimant, you must (a) submit a complete claim form and sign it as a
declaration under penalty of perjury attesting to facts showing your membership in the exposure
subclasses listed above;(b)show receipt of IG, HAV vaccine, or blood tests by providing date of
treatment and documentation from a medical provider if the treatment was not covered by
insurance or if the claimant does not identify an insurer who covered the treatment; and (c) attest
that you had not previously had HAV or previously received a HAV vaccination. You must also
follow the instructions listed below in Question 9.
If payment of the total number of timely claims submitted by Qualified Claimants, combined
with payment of the other components of the Aggregate Limit would require exceeding the
Aggregate Limit, then the per claim amounts identified for each of the three subclasses will be
reduced proportionately to the extent needed to avoid exceeding the Aggregate Limit and each
Qualified Claimant will be paid only the applicable proportionately reduced per claim amount.
Such reduced amounts would preserve the proportionate relationships between the individual
subclass awards. Thus, the amount paid to each member of Subclass 1 will continue to be
40% greater than the amount awarded to each member of Subclass 2; the amount paid to each
member of Subclass 2 will continue to be two thirds (2/3) greater than the amount awarded to
each member of Subclass 3.
If the total number oftimely claims submitted by Qualified Claimants is such that the payment of
such claims, combined with payment of the other components of the Aggregate Limit will not
exhaust the Aggregate Limit, then any difference between the total amount paid out in claims
and other components of the Aggregate Limit and the Aggregate Limit of $4,500,000.00 will not
be paid by the Defendants. These remaining funds, if any, after expiration of the Payment Period
will revert to the funding sources consistent with the percentage oftheir respective contribution.
7.

Are Insurance Claims Affected by the Settlement?

Although the Settlement of class claims is for general damages only, compensating Class
Members for personal injury, pain, emotional distress, and inconvenience caused by need for,
and obtaining of, preventive medical treatment, a portion of the compensation to each claimant
will be allocated to settle and release the claims of insurers asserting any right of subrogation.
The compensation provides for identified insurers to be paid 5% of each Qualified Claim for the
full and final release of all subrogation claims arising from or related to preventative medical
treatment. Such payments to identified insurers will not be deducted from the amounts identified
for the three subclasses, but will count towards the aggregate limit Identified insurers will be
required to verify whether Qualified Claimants received immune globulin, HAV virus vaccine,
or blood tests.
8.

Will there be Compensation Paid to the Named Representatives?
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In addition to the payments described above, each named representative will each receive an
additional $5,000.00 in compensation paid out of the Settlement Fund. Stanley Sato is the named
representative for Subclass 1; Bryan Cuelho is the named representative for Subclass 2; and
D'ann Ramos is the named representative for Subclass 3.
9.

How do I make a claim?

To make a Qualified Claim, you must submit a completed and signed claim foiiii along with
supporting documentation that shows receipt of IG, HAV vaccine, or blood tests. Your claim
must be received by the Class Administrator on or before NOVEMBER 29,2018. A claim form
can be obtained by downloading the form-at www.HawaiiHepA.com or by calling 1-800-XXXXXXX.
When submitting your claim, you must provide the information requested on the claim form to
support and verify your claim. Acceptable proof of receiving IG, HAV vaccine, or HAV blood
tests are: (a) signed statements, (b) documentation from a medical providers, and/or (c)
verification by your health insurer. Return your completed claim by mail, fax or email to the
Class Administrator so that it is received no later than November 29, 2018. The mailing address
of the Class Administrator is:
Hawai'i Hep-A Claims
c/o The Notice Company
P.O. Box 455
Hingham, MA 02043
Claims may also be submitted by email sent to claims@HawaiiHepA.com or by fax to (808)
xxx-xxxx.
You must complete and submit a separate claim form for each person who received IG, HAV
vaccine or HAV blood test. FAILURE TO SUBMIT A VALID AND TIMELY CLAIM FORM
SO THAT IT IS RECEIVED BY NOVEMBER 29, 2018 WILL BAR YOU FROM
RECEIVING A PORTION OF THE SETTLEMENT AND BAR YOU FROM PROCEEDING
ON ANY CLAIM ARISING OUT OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES DESCRIBED IN
PARAGRAPH 2.
10.

Will I receive payment if I do not file a claim?

You will not be entitled to receive a payment from this Settlement if you do not file a timely
claim. If you wish to receive a portion of the Settlement, you must make a claim as described in
the previous section. Your claim will then be paid, following the Court's approval of the
Settlement. You will not be charged anything individually to remain in the Class. You will not
be charged individually for attorney fees. See Question 14 below.
Any potential class member who wishes to do so may enter an appearance in this litigation
through his or her own attorney, but must pay separately for the fees and expenses incurred by
that attorney.
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In order to receive a portion of the Settlement, you must submit a valid claim for n so that it is
received by NOVEMBER 29, 2018. Should you decide to enter an appearance, in this
litigation, however, you must still submit a claim form so that it is received by November 29.
2018. Failure to do so will preclude you from receiving a portion of the Settlement. Any claim
received after November 29,2018, will not be accepted or paid.
11.

Can I exclude myself from the Class?

If you exclude yourself from the Class, you may not submit a claim and you will not be entitled
to receive payment from this Settlement. Any person who would otherwise be a member of the
Class may be excluded from the Class and from the Settlement by mailing a written request for
exclusion to the Class Administrator to the following address:
Hawai'i Hep-A Exclusions
c/o The Notice Company
P.O. Box 455
Hingham, MA 02043
To be valid, your exclusion request must be received no later than November 29, 2018. Your
request for exclusion must (a) specify your full name and mailing address, (b) be signed and
dated, and (c) state that you request to be "Excluded from the Hawai'i Hepatitis-A Class Action
(Civil No. 17-1-HEP (311A)(Product Liability)) in the State of Hawai'i". A member of the Class
submitting such a request shall be deemed excluded from the Settlement Class and from this
Settlement.
Any potential member of the Class who does not file a timely written request for exclusion will
be bound by the Settlement and all subsequent proceedings, orders and judgments in this lawsuit,
even if that member of the Class does not submit a claim or subsequently initiates litigation
against the Defendants relating to any policy and/or the matters released.
12.

Can I object to the Settlement?

Any member of the Class who has not filed a written request for exclusion and who wishes to
object to the fairness, reasonableness, or adequacy of the Settlement must serve a notice of intent
to appear and/or object, together with copies of any papers the member of the Class intends to
present to the Court in connection with such objection, on the Class Counsel and Defendants'
Counsel, no later than November 29, 2018.
A copy of the notice of intent to appear and/or object and any accompanying papers must also be
filed with the Court no later than November 29,2018.

COURT ADDRESS:
Circuit Court ofthe First Circuit, State of Hawai'i
Ka'ahumanu Hale
777 Punchbowl Street
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Honolulu, HI 96813-5093
CLASS COUNSEL ADDRESSES:
Brandee J.K. Faria
PERKIN & FARIA,LLLC
841 Bishop St. Suite 1000
Honolulu, HI 96813;

Trevor A. Brown
STARN O'TOOLE MARCUS
& FISHER
733 Bishop Street, Suite 1900
Honolulu, HI 96813; and

William D. Marler
MARLER CLARK,LLP,PS
(Admitted Pro Hac Vice)
1012 First Avenue, Fifth Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

DEFENDANTS' COUNSEL ADDRESSES:
HNK,Inc. dba Koha Foods

Genki Sushi USA,INC.

Seaport Products Corporation

Counsel:
Steven J.T. Chow, Esq.
The Pacific Law Group
745 Fort Street,
Fort Tower, Suite 1415
Honolulu, HI 96813

Counsel:
Stefan M.Reinke, Esq.
Lyons,Brandt, Cook &
Hiramatsu
Davies Pacific Center
841 Bishop Street, Suite 1800
Honolulu, HI 96813

Counsel:
Calvin E. Young, Esq.
Goodsill Anderson Quinn &
Stife
999 Bishop Street, Suite 1600
Honolulu, HI 96813

Class members may make such appearances or objections either on their own or through
attorneys hired at their own expense. If an attorney will represent any such Class member, he or
she must(i) file a notice of appearance with the Court no later than November 29,2018, and (ii)
serve on the Class Counsel and on Defendants' Counsel,_ a copy of the same. Any such Class
Member or their counsel may obtain access at the offices of STARN O'TOOLE MARCUS &
FISHER, at the address listed above, to the original filed complaint, answer, any orders entered
by the court in the lawsuit, and to such additional pleadings as may be agreed upon by the
Defendants' Counsel and the Class Counsel.
Only those Class Members who follow the procedures set forth above may appear at the Final
Approval Hearing and/or have their objections considered by the Court.
Any Class Member who does not appear individually or through counsel and/or who does not
challenge the fairness, reasonableness or adequacy of the Settlement shall waive and forfeit any
and all rights that he or she may have to appear separately and/or object.
13.

Who represents the class?

The Court has designated Stanley Sato as the named representative for Subclass 1; Bryan Cuelho
as the named representative for Subclass 2; and D'ann Ramos as the named representative for
Subclass 3. The Court has appointed Perkin & Faria, LLC,Stam O'Toole Marcus & Fisher, and
Marler Clark, LLP, PS, as the Class Counsel. If you have -any questions for the Class Counsel,
you may write to them at the addresses listed above.
14.

Who pays the attorneys' fees and costs?
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No attorney fees or expenses will be paid individually by Class members. Plaintiffs' counsel fees
and costs will be capped at 25% of the amount paid to the entire class for general damages, or
what is awarded by the Court, whatever is less, and Defendant shall pay the determined
Plaintiffs' counsel fees and costs.
15.

What are the reasons for the Settlement?

The Class Representatives and the Class Counsel support the proposed Settlement because they
believe it provides for prompt, efficient, and fair relief to the Class. In ultimately deciding to
recommend this Settlement, the Class Counsel considered the relative risks, costs, and benefits to
the Class of settlement or continuing litigation. The Class members incur no risk or cost in
obtaining the proposed relief.
16.

What is the Settlement approval procedure?

The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing on December 11, 2018, at XX:XX a.m/p.m. The
address of the Court is Ka'ahumanu Hale, 777 Punchbowl Street, Honolulu HI 96813-5093. At
the hearing, the Court will consider whether the proposed Settlement should be granted final
approval as fair, adequate, and reasonable, and in the best interests of the Class as a whole. The
Parties will request that the Court enter a Final Approval Order.
You may attend this hearing if you wish, but you are not required to do so in order to participate
in the Settlement. You may also seek to intervene individually or to object to the Settlement.
Class Members will have the right to be excluded or to object to the proposed -Settlement in the
manner described above. No object to the proposed Settlement will be valid unless it is in
writing, signed personally by the Class Member under penalty of perjury, and submitted to the
Court and served on the Class Counsel and Plaintiffs' Counsel, no later than November 29,
2018. If you do not file an objection by November 29,2018, you will not be entitled to be heard
at the Final Approval Hearing, or to otherwise contest the approval of the Settlement, -or to
appeal from any orders or judgments ofthe Court entered thereon.
The Court's determination on the final approval of the proposed Settlement will be binding on all
Class members. If the Court grants final approval of the Settlement, the judgment will release
the Defendants,from all claims for damages by persons who meet the class definition.
The compensation included in the Settlement covers three primary components:(1) an award to
qualifying class members to compensate for general damages;(2) Settlement of any subrogation
liens for the benefit of qualifying class members; and (3) compensation for class representatives.
This release will bar any further suit on the settled claims by or on behalf of the Class Members,
and any persons claiming by or through them, including heirs, assigns, administrators, devisees,
successors, attorneys, or representatives of any kind.
If the Court does not approve the Settlement, the case will proceed as active litigation.
17.

Where do I get additional information?
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The foregoing is only a summary of the circumstances surrounding the litigation, the claims
asserted, the proposed Settlement, and related matters. Additional information is available at
www.HawaiiHepA.com. You may seek the advice and guidance of your own private attorney,
at your own expense, if you desire.
If you wish to communicate with the Class Counsel identified above or wish to obtain relevant
Court documents, you may do so by writing to the Class Counsel at the address listed above.

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT
WITH INQUIRIES ABOUT THE SETTLEMENT
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